Projection from 2.3.2019 – “The Hidden Providence of God” – Matthew Williams
Genesis 36
Esau's Descendants
[1] These are the generations of Esau (that is, Edom). [2] Esau took his wives from
the Canaanites: Adah the daughter of Elon the Hittite, Oholibamah the
daughter of Anah the daughter of Zibeon the Hivite, [3] and Basemath,
Ishmael's daughter, the sister of Nebaioth. [4] And Adah bore to Esau, Eliphaz;
Basemath bore Reuel; [5] and Oholibamah bore Jeush, Jalam, and Korah. These
are the sons of Esau who were born to him in the land of Canaan.
[6] Then Esau took his wives, his sons, his daughters, and all the members of his
household, his livestock, all his beasts, and all his property that he had acquired
in the land of Canaan. He went into a land away from his brother Jacob. [7] For
their possessions were too great for them to dwell together. The land of their
sojournings could not support them because of their livestock. [8] So Esau settled
in the hill country of Seir. (Esau is Edom.)
[9] These are the generations of Esau the father of the Edomites in the hill
country of Seir. [10] These are the names of Esau's sons: Eliphaz the son of Adah
the wife of Esau, Reuel the son of Basemath the wife of Esau. [11] The sons of
Eliphaz were Teman, Omar, Zepho, Gatam, and Kenaz. [12] (Timna was a
concubine of Eliphaz, Esau's son; she bore Amalek to Eliphaz.) These are the sons
of Adah, Esau's wife. [13] These are the sons of Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah,
and Mizzah. These are the sons of Basemath, Esau's wife. [14] These are the sons
of Oholibamah the daughter of Anah the daughter of Zibeon, Esau's wife: she
bore to Esau Jeush, Jalam, and Korah.
[15] These are the chiefs of the sons of Esau. The sons of Eliphaz the firstborn of
Esau: the chiefs Teman, Omar, Zepho, Kenaz, [16] Korah, Gatam, and Amalek;
these are the chiefs of Eliphaz in the land of Edom; these are the sons of Adah.
[17] These are the sons of Reuel, Esau's son: the chiefs Nahath, Zerah, Shammah,
and Mizzah; these are the chiefs of Reuel in the land of Edom; these are the sons
of Basemath, Esau's wife. [18] These are the sons of Oholibamah, Esau's wife: the
chiefs Jeush, Jalam, and Korah; these are the chiefs born of Oholibamah the
daughter of Anah, Esau's wife. [19] These are the sons of Esau (that is, Edom),
and these are their chiefs.

[20] These are the sons of Seir the Horite, the inhabitants of the land: Lotan,
Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, [21] Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan; these are the chiefs of the
Horites, the sons of Seir in the land of Edom. [22] The sons of Lotan were Hori and
Hemam; and Lotan's sister was Timna. [23] These are the sons of Shobal: Alvan,
Manahath, Ebal, Shepho, and Onam. [24] These are the sons of Zibeon: Aiah
and Anah; he is the Anah who found the hot springs in the wilderness, as he
pastured the donkeys of Zibeon his father. [25] These are the children of Anah:
Dishon and Oholibamah the daughter of Anah. [26] These are the sons of
Dishon: Hemdan, Eshban, Ithran, and Cheran. [27] These are the sons of Ezer:
Bilhan, Zaavan, and Akan. [28] These are the sons of Dishan: Uz and Aran. [29]
These are the chiefs of the Horites: the chiefs Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, [30]
Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan; these are the chiefs of the Horites, chief by chief in the
land of Seir.
[31] These are the kings who reigned in the land of Edom, before any king
reigned over the Israelites. [32] Bela the son of Beor reigned in Edom, the name
of his city being Dinhabah. [33] Bela died, and Jobab the son of Zerah of Bozrah
reigned in his place. [34] Jobab died, and Husham of the land of the Temanites
reigned in his place. [35] Husham died, and Hadad the son of Bedad, who
defeated Midian in the country of Moab, reigned in his place, the name of his
city being Avith. [36] Hadad died, and Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his place.
[37] Samlah died, and Shaul of Rehoboth on the Euphrates reigned in his place.
[38] Shaul died, and Baal-hanan the son of Achbor reigned in his place. [39]
Baal-hanan the son of Achbor died, and Hadar reigned in his place, the name
of his city being Pau; his wife's name was Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred,
daughter of Mezahab.
[40] These are the names of the chiefs of Esau, according to their clans and their
dwelling places, by their names: the chiefs Timna, Alvah, Jetheth, [41]
Oholibamah, Elah, Pinon, [42] Kenaz, Teman, Mibzar, [43] Magdiel, and Iram;
these are the chiefs of Edom (that is, Esau, the father of Edom), according to
their dwelling places in the land of their possession. (ESV)
Genesis 37
Joseph's Dreams
[1] Jacob lived in the land of his father's sojournings, in the land of Canaan.
[2] These are the generations of Jacob.
Joseph, being seventeen years old, was pasturing the flock with his brothers. He
was a boy with the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father's wives. And Joseph

brought a bad report of them to their father. [3] Now Israel loved Joseph more
than any other of his sons, because he was the son of his old age. And he made
him a robe of many colors. [4] But when his brothers saw that their father loved
him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak peacefully
to him.
[5] Now Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers they hated him
even more. [6] He said to them, “Hear this dream that I have dreamed: [7]
Behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and behold, my sheaf arose and
stood upright. And behold, your sheaves gathered around it and bowed down
to my sheaf.” [8] His brothers said to him, “Are you indeed to reign over us? Or
are you indeed to rule over us?” So they hated him even more for his dreams
and for his words.
[9] Then he dreamed another dream and told it to his brothers and said,
“Behold, I have dreamed another dream. Behold, the sun, the moon, and
eleven stars were bowing down to me.” [10] But when he told it to his father and
to his brothers, his father rebuked him and said to him, “What is this dream that
you have dreamed? Shall I and your mother and your brothers indeed come to
bow ourselves to the ground before you?” [11] And his brothers were jealous of
him, but his father kept the saying in mind.
Joseph Sold by His Brothers
[12] Now his brothers went to pasture their father's flock near Shechem. [13] And
Israel said to Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem?
Come, I will send you to them.” And he said to him, “Here I am.” [14] So he said
to him, “Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and with the flock, and bring
me word.” So he sent him from the Valley of Hebron, and he came to Shechem.
[15] And a man found him wandering in the fields. And the man asked him,
“What are you seeking?” [16] “I am seeking my brothers,” he said. “Tell me,
please, where they are pasturing the flock.” [17] And the man said, “They have
gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’” So Joseph went after
his brothers and found them at Dothan.
[18] They saw him from afar, and before he came near to them they conspired
against him to kill him. [19] They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer.
[20] Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits. Then we will say
that a fierce animal has devoured him, and we will see what will become of his
dreams.” [21] But when Reuben heard it, he rescued him out of their hands,
saying, “Let us not take his life.” [22] And Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood;
throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but do not lay a hand on him”—
that he might rescue him out of their hand to restore him to his father. [23] So
when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the robe of

many colors that he wore. [24] And they took him and threw him into a pit. The
pit was empty; there was no water in it.
[25] Then they sat down to eat. And looking up they saw a caravan of
Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with their camels bearing gum, balm, and
myrrh, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. [26] Then Judah said to his
brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? [27]
Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon him, for he
is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers listened to him. [28] Then Midianite
traders passed by. And they drew Joseph up and lifted him out of the pit, and
sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. They took Joseph to Egypt.
[29] When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that Joseph was not in the pit, he
tore his clothes [30] and returned to his brothers and said, “The boy is gone, and
I, where shall I go?” [31] Then they took Joseph's robe and slaughtered a goat
and dipped the robe in the blood. [32] And they sent the robe of many colors
and brought it to their father and said, “This we have found; please identify
whether it is your son's robe or not.” [33] And he identified it and said, “It is my
son's robe. A fierce animal has devoured him. Joseph is without doubt torn to
pieces.” [34] Then Jacob tore his garments and put sackcloth on his loins and
mourned for his son many days. [35] All his sons and all his daughters rose up to
comfort him, but he refused to be comforted and said, “No, I shall go down to
Sheol to my son, mourning.” Thus his father wept for him. [36] Meanwhile the
Midianites had sold him in Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the captain
of the guard. (ESV)

“All in vain have I kept my heart clean and washed my hands in innocence. For
all the day long I have been stricken and rebuked every morning…But when I
thought how to understand this, it seemed to me a wearisome task until I went
into the sanctuary of God; then I discerned their end.” – Psalm 73:13-17
Your world is not a product of chance; even the prosperity of his enemies and
the suffering of his people are directed to their appointed end by the hidden
providence of God.
“Providence is the almighty and ever present power of God by which He
upholds, as with His hand, heaven and earth and all creatures, and so rules
them that leaf and blade, rain and drought, fruitful and lean years, food and
drink, health and sickness, prosperity and poverty - all things, in fact, come to us
not by chance but from His fatherly hand.” - Heidelberg Catechism, Question 10
1) Those who turn away from the Lord will prosper

“Sojourn in this land, and I will be with you and will bless you…I will multiply your
offspring as the starts of heaven and will give to your offspring all these lands.” –
Genesis 26:3-4
“Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you shall be
divided…” – Genesis 25:30
“Behold, away from the fatness of the earth shall your dwelling be, and away
from the dew of heaven on high. By your sword you shall live…” – Genesis 27:3940
“For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just
and on the unjust.” – Matthew 5:45
2) Those who follow the Lord will suffer
“This Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of
God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. God raised him up,
loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it.
For David says concerning him, ‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my
right hand that I may not be shaken; therefore my heart was glad, and my
tongue rejoiced; my flesh also will dwell in hope. For you will not abandon my
soul to Hades, or let your Holy One see corruption. You have made known to me
the paths of life, you will make me full of gladness with your presence.” – Acts
2:23-26
“Truly you set them in slippery places; you make them fall to ruin. How they are
destroyed in a moment, swept away utterly by terrors!” Edom’s prosperity was
real, but so was her inevitable judgment. – Psalm 73:18-19
“Thus says the LORD: ‘For three transgressions of Edom, and for four, I will not
revoke the punishment, because he pursued his brother with the sword and cast
off all pity, and his anger tore perpetually, and he kept his wrath forever. So I will
send a fire upon Teman, and it shall devour the strongholds of Bozrah.’” – Amos
1:11-12
“Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test
you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as
you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his
glory is revealed." – 1 Peter 4:12-13
“You guide me with your counsel (according to your perfect providence!) and
afterward you will receive m to glory.” – Psalm 73:24

“We can be patient when things go against us, thankful when things to well, and
for the future we can have good confidence in our faithful God and Father that
nothing will separate us from His love. All creatures are so completely in His hand
that without His will they can neither move nor be moved.” - Heidelberg
Catechism, Question 10
“God makes the most surprising choices. Here he chooses a family divided by
favoritism, immaturity, jealousy, and vengeance. Yet he will bring about his
purposes through them and in the process will bring about their radical
transformation and restoration. The road to kingship in Israel is much more
tortuous than in Edom; the elect must be redeemed before they rule.” – Bruce
Waltke

